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A Community Where Children Grow Stronger Together
Strong Family Bonds And A Circle Of Support
Delivering Life-Saving Health And Nutrition Services
Nurturing Emotional And Social Well-Being
Improving Access To Water, Sanitation And Hygiene (WASH)
Building Independence Through Education And Skills
Supporting Families Adapt & Thrive In A Changing Climatic Conditions
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has evolved alongside Somalia’s changing context, remaining steadfast 
through periods of uncertainty, crisis, and recovery.

together. Over four decades, children and young people without parental 

shape their futures. Many have grown into independent adults, equipped 

Over the years, SOS Children’s Villages in Somalia has expanded its 

alongside families, especially in times of hardship. Despite complex 
challenges, the resilience of Somalia’s people continues to inspire hope 
and progress.

Sciences University (formerly the SOS Community Nursing College), among others. The hospital has supported 
generations of mothers and children and remained operational during the civil war, when essential services were 

million of the 5.9 million people in need of humanitarian assistance, representing 32% of those targeted nationally.

As we look ahead, SOS CV Somalia enters a new and important chapter. After operating as an International NGO for 

their own community. 

upon Somali professionals, intellectuals, philanthropists, women, young people, civil society organizations, and 
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A TIMELINE OF 
SOS CHILDREN’S VILLAGES IN SOMALIA 

1985 – 2025
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MAJOR EVENTS: 1985-2025 

1985–1990:

Children’s Village in Mogadishu commenced 

1991–1995: Critical lifesaving response in Somalia, 
including the transformation of a primary school into the 
only operational hospital providing emergency and 

services. During this period, we were operating the 

2000–2005: SOS expanded programmes into Somaliland, 
including Hargeisa and Sheikh, reinstating licensed GCSE 
education. Development initiatives included youth care 

the SOS Community Nursing College. During this period, 
the organisation lost two British educators, Richard 

Secondary School.

1996–2000: Programme realignment from emergency 

transition from a full-service hospital to maternal and 
child health services, education and child care. 

2005 – 2010:

patients. During this period, SOS CV Somalia lost frontline 

with the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

2011–2015: Resumption of humanitarian emergency 
response programmes with renewed focus on core areas: 
women and children, and youth development. Expansion 
of operations into the Bay and Bakool regions in 
Southwest Somalia (SWS). This period also coincided with 
Somalia’s political transition from the Transitional Federal 
Government (TFG) to the Federal Government of Somalia 

2021 - 2025

implementing climate-smart agriculture through hydroponic 
systems and enhancing digitalization in hospital services for 

addresses the evolving needs of communities.

2016–2020: SOS Children’s Villages expanded its 

and families in underserved areas. In 2017, we responded 
to a severe drought with emergency support, and later 

longer-term support, reaching thousands of people. 
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Fadumo Adan Hared
First Mother at SOS Children’s 
Villages in Somalia

How did it all start? 

presence in Mogadishu.

1983 - Agreement: 

agreement on June 16, 1984.

1984 - Endorsement: 

Mogadishu to provide family-like care.

1985 - Launch: 

The SOS Community Nursing College (now known as the 
SOS College of Health Sciences University) was 

workers during a time of crisis.

operations.

1989: 

2002:
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2002: 

Civil War and
Humanitarian Response

Navigating
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BEARING WITNESS
Dr. Mohamed Dakane.
Humanitarian Director

Villages has faced severe humanitarian risks, including direct 

I joined SOS Children’s Villages in Somalia in June 2013 as the Hospital Director of the SOS 
Mother & Child Hospital in Mogadishu. Over the past 12 years, I have served in several 
roles—from Hospital Director for 8 years to Health & Nutrition Program Manager, and most 
recently as Humanitarian Director. Before this journey, I was a lecturer in clinical medicine at 
Kenya Medical Training College (KMTC).

Mogadishu and a referral health centre in Baidoa. Yet even then, the need was immense. We 

Today, as SOS Children’s Villages marks 40 years in Somalia, I have witnessed extraordinary 
growth. From two facilities, we have expanded to 50 health facilities and 31 community sites, 
reaching nearly 1.9 million people in 2025 alone. Our work now spans health, nutrition, 
protection, WASH, education, food security, and climate change across multiple regions, 
touching millions of lives.

in Mogadishu. Equipment was looted, services disrupted, and fear spread among patients. Yet 

the second in critical distress. Our team acted swiftly, performing a lifesaving surgery. Days 

hospital. Stopped at gunpoint along the way, she explained she was going to save lives. She 
was eventually allowed to pass. Today, she leads our emergency maternity services, still 

commitment to those who need us most.

Hinda Mohamed.
OPD/Emergency Section In-Charge 

I joined SOS Children’s Villages in Somalia on August 10, 

worked in Benadir Hospital in the Maternal and Child Health 

training in 1988, and I felt a strong urge to support mothers and 

income. Even though our resources were limited, there was a huge need for care, especially 
for mothers and children. Every day, I prepared my tools and workspace for emergencies, 
treating cases like complicated deliveries and malnutrition among children.

to our support, her last child survived, showing how important our work was.

Throughout my time at SOS, I faced many challenges, including losing friends and dealing 
with violence. Our facilities were sometimes attacked and shelled, forcing us to move 
services to safer locations on the outskirts of the city. Despite these hard times, the strength 
of my colleagues and the community inspired me.
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through an integrated, complementary approach across child 
protection, education, health and nutrition, water, sanitation and 

communities. 

PROGRAMMES & IMPACT 
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for CWPC
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Protection and
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Food Security

Health and
Nutrition
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and Hygiene

Climate Change
and Environment

Youth
Empowerment
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OUR IMPACT IN NUMBERS

Mothers and Aunties, ensuring that children grow up in a safe and nurturing 
environment for their development. In family-like care, we work to provide 

families of origin.

supported thousands of children and young people without parental care or at 
risk of losing it, helping them grow with the care, relationships, and support they 

The expansion of alternative care, including foster care, kinship care, and 

grown as the crisis deepened, and so have the needs. However, over 
the last 10 years, our reach has gradually expanded from hundreds of 
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OUR IMPACT IN THE LIVES
OF CHILDREN & FAMILIES 

2015 -2025

A. A community where children grow stronger together
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B. Strong family bond and 
a circle of support 

We journey with families and communities to ensure that 
children and young people grow up with the care, 
relationships, and support they need. Through 
family-strengthening programmes such as livestock 

community protection systems, we help prevent family 
separation and support children in situations of 

family environments.

knowledge, and resilience. 

Muslimo Yarow
Baidoa, said: 

"When SOS gave me this cow, I never imagined how 
much it would change our lives. Now, I feed my children 
with fresh milk, sell the extra at the market, and use the 
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From the 1990s onward, during years of civil war, drought and widespread poverty, we expanded 

comprehensive services that address children’s and families’ health, nutrition and protection 
needs. 

We’ve adapted our health, nutrition and protection activities to meet evolving needs. Since 

Additionally, we manage seven district-level hospitals, including Baidoa and Balcad district 

treatment, counselling and referral of cases. 

In response to Somalia’s deepening humanitarian crises, including drought, food insecurity and 

while maintaining core programmes. 

Thematic achievement: Response 
to humanitarian crises 
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Reach: 2023 - 2025

C. Delivering life-saving health, 
nutrition and protection services  
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and families in SOS Children’s Villages is at the heart of 

supported, and connected to caring adults. 

protection mechanisms, referrals, and coordination with 
authorities and platforms such as the Child Protection 

community networks and mutual support that enhance 
child safety and social cohesion. 

By integrating professional care, community 
engagement, and safe environments, SOS Children’s 

emotionally, socially, and psychologically. Nurturing their 

meaningful lives and relationships.

D. Nurturing emotional 
and social well-being  

engagement, and safe environments, SOS Children’s 

emotionally, socially, and psychologically. Nurturing their 

meaningful lives and relationships.
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F. Building independence 
through education and skills 
We work with families, communities and partners to ensure that 
children and young people have access to education and training 
that address individual needs and circumstances. 

including kindergarten, primary and secondary schooling, youth 
skills programmes, and higher education. Our SOS Primary and 
Secondary School currently has 1,300 students, nearly half of 
whom are girls, and attains top positions in national exams, including 
producing the top student (Aisha Adan) in the 2025 national high 
school examination. 

Since 2002, our SOS College of Health Sciences University, a 

healthcare needs. We also manage the Baidoa Midwifery Training 

Our Education in Emergencies (EiE) program supports 

providing essential water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services to 

and carrying out water treatment and trucking during emergencies.

To improve hygiene and sanitation, we support the construction of 

hygiene kits, and encourage healthy practices such as handwashing to reduce 
the spread of diseases like cholera.

Our WASH interventions are integrated with health, nutrition, and child 
protection services to provide holistic support. This includes ensuring that 

E. Improving access to water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
services  
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G. Supporting families 
adapt and thrive in a changing 
climatic conditions

In Somalia, the climate crisis is not a distant threat; it is a 

and displacement. Families who rely on small-scale 

To address these recurrent crises, we introduced a 

empower youth and women-led households through a 
hydroponic farming system—an innovative, soil-less, 
climate-resilient technique that uses up to 90% less water 
than traditional agriculture. The initiative helps families 

Additionally, livestock restocking and growing animal 
fodder is another layered approach to cushioning 
households that have lost their primary source of income, 
livestock, to the drought. 

sheep and cows, along with veterinary care and training in 

livelihoods, ensuring that families can provide food and 
education for their children.
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OUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS (SDGs) children and families and helping reduce mortality and prevent malnutrition.

resilience, and promote inclusive growth, ensuring that every child and 
young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential.

Good Health and Well-Being, Quality Education, Gender Equality, Clean 
Water and Sanitation, Decent Work and Economic Growth, and Reduced 
Inequalities. By providing a nurturing and protective environment for 
children who have lost parental care, SOS Children’s Villages addresses 
immediate needs while equipping them with the tools to overcome poverty 
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When my four-year-old son Malele fell seriously ill, I was very worried. 

remedies, I decided to take him to Baidoa. I walked four hours carrying 
him under the scorching sun.

SOS Children’s Villages. The nurses immediately examined him and 
found him severely malnourished with other complications. He was 

for 17 days, while I was provided accommodation and meals.

grows strong and attends school. I am deeply grateful for the help. 

Lakow Adan
Baby Malele’s Father
Baidoa

When my four-year-old son Malele fell seriously ill, I was very worried. 

remedies, I decided to take him to Baidoa. I walked four hours carrying 

SOS Children’s Villages. The nurses immediately examined him and 

HUMAN STORIES 
VOICES FROM OUR BENEFICIARIES 

Samiro Osman
Mother at SOS Mother & Child Hospital
Heliwa, Mogadishu

with respect and compassion. 

food, and nowhere to sleep. Yet you gave me all these unconditionally.
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Before this project, I felt there was no future for me. Our livestock 
was gone, and we depended on food aid. When I joined the solar 

light to my community. I learned to install, repair, and maintain solar 
systems in a city where energy is scarce and expensive.

My family no longer waits for handouts. I am proud to support them 

Thank you, SOS Children’s Villages and Heimstaden.

milk for my grandchildren, improving their nutrition and restoring our 
strength. 

I dream of growing my herd and one day returning home stronger and 

life I have known all my life. I am grateful for the support.

Abdifatah 
Solar Energy Graduate
Baidoa

Dahiro Abdulle

Afgoye

life I have known all my life. I am grateful for the support.
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Skills in School
Developing Leadership

student-led 
ministers’, that oversees the day-to-day activities of the school. 

school environment, as well as collecting 
management. 

including Environment and Climate Change, Religious and 
Endowments, Child Rights and Safeguarding, Sports, Treasury 

ministry 

development of the school student community.

student president. During these meetings, the president leads 
discussions, reviews updates from each portfolio, and ensures 

which are then presented to the school management. 

development of the school student community.

student president. During these meetings, the president leads 
discussions, reviews updates from each portfolio, and ensures 

which are then presented to the school management. 
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study at SOS Community Nursing College, from which I graduated in 2007. 

Maternity In-Charge. 

Somalia. 

deeply grateful.

I am a proud graduate of the SOS College of Health Sciences University, 

purpose.

well-prepared through the university’s rigorous training.

I joined SOS Children’s Villages in Somalia on August 10, 

worked in Benadir Hospital in the Maternal and Child Health 

training in 1988, and I felt a strong urge to support mothers and 

income. Even though our resources were limited, there was a huge need for care, especially 
for mothers and children. Every day, I prepared my tools and workspace for emergencies, 
treating cases like complicated deliveries and malnutrition among children.

to our support, her last child survived, showing how important our work was.

Throughout my time at SOS, I faced many challenges, including losing friends and dealing 
with violence. Our facilities were sometimes attacked and shelled, forcing us to move 
services to safer locations on the outskirts of the city. Despite these hard times, the strength 
of my colleagues and the community inspired me.

Fowsia Mohamed 
Alumna of SOS College of Health Sciences University

Jaabir Abdiaziz 
Alumnus of SOS College of Health Sciences University

CELEBRATING OUR ALUMNI 
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I was a young man in my early twenties, determined, hopeful, and ready to work. When 

and they were impressed. I was hired on the spot.

disciplined and professional. Working alongside them shaped my work ethic and 
strengthened my skills.

neither were they ready to let me go. Over time, I took on new roles: carpenter, 
technician, electrician. Today, I serve as a Maintenance Supervisor. My willingness to 
learn and my deep commitment to the organization meant I was always ready to step 
into any role that would support children and families.

During the early years of Somalia’s central government, working at SOS was a joyful 

well-maintained gardens and social amenities that were rare in Somalia at the time. 
Those memories still live vividly within me.

threat.

Despite this, I do not recall a single day when our services completely stopped. Even 

services to safer areas on the outskirts of the city while continuing to provide care 
and support.

compelled to move children and salvage what we could, transporting them to safer 
locations.

everywhere around me were signs that tomorrow might never come.  Death, 

to serve those who depended on us. After all these years, I know every corner of this 

As we commemorate 40 years of SOS Children’s Villages in Somalia, I am deeply 

that continues to guide me every day.

I heard that a new organization was undertaking construction work, so I decided to 

spanned four decades. Before joining SOS, I worked at the Mareerey Sugar Factory 

a.m., I arrived at the construction site where a group of young men had gathered for 

were from Germany and China.

There were days I questioned whether I would 
live to see another sunrise, because everywhere 
around me were signs that tomorrow might never 
come.
— Abdi Osman
Head of Safety, Security and Maintenance 

to serve those who depended on us. After all these years, I know every corner of this 

As we commemorate 40 years of SOS Children’s Villages in Somalia, I am deeply 

everywhere around me were signs that tomorrow might never come.  Death, 

STAFF JOUNEY: 
THROUGH THICK & THIN 
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participants in a spirit of gratitude and recognition. 

The colourful event featured children showcasing their talents through engaging skits, songs, and 

war. The organisation was also recognised not only for training a new generation of 

children.

CELEBRATING 40TH

ANNIVERSARY IN SOMALIA 
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Traditional dancers welcome guests with a Somali dance 
at the Somali National Theatre on 17 December 2025

At a glance: Key Moments
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Event participants follow 
a short stage skit by school 
children emphasizing the
importance of education
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Schoolchildren perform a song
highlighting the journey and 
impact of SOS Children’s Villages 
in Somalia
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Students from SOS College of 
Health Sciences University 
pose for a group photo during the 

at the Somali National 
Theatre on  17 December 2025   
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Students from SOS 

Primary and Secondary 

School celebrate the 

40th anniversary, posing 

attire at the Somali 

National Theatre on 17 

December 2025
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Dr. Ali 
Haji Adam and SOS Children’s Villages Somalia’s 
national director Abdikadir Dakane, pose for a 
group photo at the Somali National Theatre on 
17 December 2025
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SOS Children’s Villages

National Theatre on 17 December 2025
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Thank you 
to our  
Partners 
and 
Donors
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CONTACT USB/Hubey, Wadajir District, Mogadishu
Email:  info@sossomalia.org   I    Tel: +252613333166

P.O Box 599, Mogadishu, Somalia  
soscvsomalia www.sos-somalia.org


